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sang some more songs. Then some otter women entered
tlie temple with baskets adorned with roses and various
flowers, and filled with bread, and they went round to all
those who were singing, and repeated a little prayer to them.
The singers jumped up on their feet to answer, and when
they had finished these songs, they began others to the
honour and glory of their chief; after which they pre-
sented the bread to their idol. The ministers now took and
blessed it, and shared it with all the people, as if it was a
holy thing or good relic. Finally, every man, highly elated
and content, returned to his own home.
They thought that the sun and the moon came out of a
cavern.1 They had a pumpkin as a relic, saying, that it had
come out of the sea, with all the fish in it. They worshipped
two wooden figures as the gods of abundance. And at some
periods of the year many Indians went on a pilgrimage to
them. They had also another idol made with four feet,
like a dog, and they believed that when he was angry he
went away to the mountains, where being found, they used
to bring him back on their shoulders to the temple.
In this island, as also in other provinces of these new
countries, there are some bushes, not very large, like reeds,
that produce a leaf in shape like that of the walnut, though
rather larger, which (where it is used) is held in great
esteem by the natives, and very much prized by the slaves
. whom the Spaniards have brought from Ethiopia.
When these leaves are in season, they pick them, tie
them up in bundles, and suspend them near their fire-place
till they are very dry; and when they wish to use them,
they take a leaf of their grain (maize) and putting one of
the others into it, they roll them round tight together;
1 Benzoni does not seem to have been aware of the identity between
some of their traditions and the history of the Bible, as shewn by Hum-
boldt; of which the Tower of Babel and the Deluge are not the least
striking. (Trans.)